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Administration of Donald J. Trump, 2020 

Remarks in a Question-and-Answer Session at a Fox News Virtual Town Hall on the 
Coronavirus Pandemic 
March 24, 2020 

[The President joined in progress a Fox News virtual town hall with Vice President Michael 
R. Pence and members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force.] 

Moderator Bill Hemmer of Fox News. In the next hour, joining us to talk about all of that, 
President Trump. And still with us, Vice President Mike Pence; the White House Coronavirus 
Response Coordinator, Dr. Deborah Birx; and the Surgeon General, Dr. Jerome Adams. And 
welcome and thank you for being here. 

The President. Thank you, Bill. 

Mr. Hemmer. Unusual circumstances, where we're—you're trying to communicate with the 
American people, and we're trying to maybe bring the American people a little closer to you and 
get some answers. 

The President. Well, that's true. 

Coronavirus Outbreak in China/Restrictions on Travel From China to U.S. 
Mr. Hemmer. To you, Mr. President, when was the moment that you thought, "We've got to 

move on this"? 

The President. Well, I think when I started seeing and reading about China, and seeing what 
was going on in China, Wuhan, specifically. It seemed to come mostly out of there—that area, the 
Province. 

And when I saw that, and I saw the kind of death they were, you know, talking about on 
television, on—in the papers, and I started reading a lot about it. And really, when I had to make 
a decision: Do I stop people from China and specifically that area—but from China—to come 
into the country? And everybody was against it. Almost everybody, I would say, was just 
absolutely against it. We've never done it before. We never made a decision like that. 

Restrictions on Travel From China to U.S. 
Mr. Hemmer. Did somebody come to you with a bit of information, a piece of data? Was it a 

world leader? Was it a member of your own team? What was it? 

The President. No. No. It was instinct. No. We had a large group of people right behind me 
in the Oval Office. And I made it—I consulted with Mike. But we made a decision. I made a 
decision to close off to China. That was weeks early. And honestly, I took a lot of heat. Sleepy 
Joe Biden said it's xenophobic. I don't know if he knows what that means, but that's okay. He said 
it's racist, what I did. 

Thousands and thousands of more people—probably tens of thousands would be dead right 
now if I didn't make that decision. And I must say, doctors—nobody wanted to make that 
decision at the time. It was very, very early. Call it luck or call it talent; it doesn't matter. We 
made a great decision. 

I took a lot of heat from China. They weren't happy with it. Now they understand it, and 
they've really—you know, we're doing just fine. But they were not happy with it. 

Mr. Hemmer. Bringing it to—— 
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The President. I took a lot of heat from a lot of people. 

Economic Impact of the Coronavirus 
Mr. Hemmer. Bring the conversation to present day, in the past day and a half you got a lot 

tension for this: a tweet that, I think, went out late at night. You said, the cure—"We cannot let 
the cure be worse than the problem itself." 

The President. I really didn't get—— 

Mr. Hemmer. So you start to look at this 15-day period, which will come to us—— 

The President. Sure. 

Mr. Hemmer. Day 15 is next Monday. Today, arguably, day 9. What are you trying to gauge, 
as to how you can open the country back up again? 

The President. Yes. When you say I took a lot of heat for that essentially, I really didn't. I 
mean, a lot of people agree with me. Our country is not supposed to be—you know, it's not—it's 
not built to shut down. Our people are full of vim and vigor and energy. They don't want to be 
locked into a house or an apartment or some space. They—it's not for our country. We're not built 
that way. 

And I said, you know, I don't want the cure to be worse than the problem itself, the problem 
being, obviously, the problem. And you know, you can destroy a country this way, by closing it 
down, where it literally goes from being the most prosperous—I mean, we had the best economy 
in the history of our country 3 weeks ago. And then, all of a sudden, we're supposed to shut it 
down. And then, we're supposed to pay people not to go to work. We never had that. We used to 
pay people to go to work when we had a problem. 

Annual Influenza Fatalities/Economic Impact of Coronavirus/Personal Hygiene 
Practices 

Mr. Hemmer. Right. But this is a Government order to go and ahead stay home. It's tricky 
though when you try and turn the faucet back on. 

The President. Oh, it's very tricky. 

Mr. Hemmer. New York could be different from Utah. 

The President. It is. It is. 

Mr. Hemmer. Louisiana could be different from Arizona. 

The President. Sure. 

Mr. Hemmer. So how do you go about making that decision here? 

The President. Well, you have to make the decision. Look, we lose thousands—I brought 
some numbers here. We lose thousands and thousands of people a year to the flu. We don't turn 
the country off—I mean, every year. 

Now, when I heard the number—you know we average 37,000 people a year. Can you 
believe that? And actually, this year we're having a bad flu season. But we lose thousands of 
people a year to the flu. We never turn the country off. We lose much more than that to 
automobile accidents. We didn't call up the automobile companies and say: "Stop making cars. 
We don't want any cars anymore." We have to get back to work. 

Now, with all of that being said, it's incredible what the American people have done, and  
honestly, the American people have learned. We've all learned together, between the shaking of 
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the hands and the washing of the hands. Well, I used to wash my hands, and I always wash my 
hands a lot. I never was a big believer in shaking hands. Once I became a politician, you shake 
hands and you get a little bit used to it. Like, immediately, when I see you, I sort of apologize that 
I'm not shaking your hand, if you don't mind. 

Mr. Hemmer. Well, we exchanged air elbows, which is—seems to be the thing—— 

The President. Yes. I don't even like to do—I never like to see that actually, but—— 

Economic Stimulus Legislation/Wind Energy 
Mr. Hemmer. Yes, right now on Capitol Hill, you've got members of the Senate debating a 

$2 trillion bill. 

The President. Yes, more than that. 

Mr. Hemmer. I mean, did you think that it—it blows away the ability for us to imagine that 
they could pass legislation in excess of $2 trillion. Now, who knows what's behind the curtain 
there? Who knows what is stacked into $2 trillion? 

The President. You're right. 

Mr. Hemmer. How much concern do you have—— 

The President. Well, we canceled the deal last night. 

Mr. Hemmer. ——that you could be facing criticism that President Obama faced in 2009, 
about sweetheart deals for certain companies as Democrats would argue? 

The President. Sure. I canceled the deal last night. I said, "I'm not going to say that deal." 
Because Nancy Pelosi came in and put a lot of things in the deal that had nothing to do with the 
workers, that had to do with an agenda that they've been trying to get passed for 10 years. 

And I came in, I told Mike, I told a lot of people, "There's no way I'm signing that deal." I 
was getting calls from John Kennedy, from Ben Sasse, from many, many people—Lindsey. I was 
getting calls from a lot of different people, saying this deal—Tom Cotton—this deal is terrible, 
what they've done. 

They took a deal—you know, we almost had a deal, the day before. And it was between 
Schumer and Mitch. And it was really a good, solid deal. All of a sudden, they start throwing all 
of the little Green New Deal stuff in, right? And—the boardrooms, what they look like. And: "We 
want green energy. We want all this stuff. Let's stop drilling oil." 

They had things in there that were terrible. Windmills all over the place and all sorts of 
credits for windmills. They kill the birds and ruin the real estate, right? A lot of problems. I mean, 
a lot of problems. And I said, "I'm not signing this deal." 

Economic Stimulus Legislation 
Mr. Hemmer. Well, but $2 trillion dollars, it's—— 

The President. Now they've renegotiated it. 

Mr. Hemmer. It's hard to avoid some of those trapdoors, you could argue. 

The President. Yes, but we have great things for not only companies—forget the companies. 
The companies are nothing other than they are an employer of thousands and thousands of 
people. And they pay them very well. We want to protect our workers. I want to protect our 
workers. Workers first. 
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But you have to protect companies like Boeing. They had a real bad year—let's face it—with 
the problems, and they were in trouble before this. And then, all of a sudden, this happened. We 
can't lose a Boeing, and we can't lose some of these companies. And companies—frankly, Bill—
that were solid as—like, triple-A companies. Because of what's happened over the last couple of 
weeks, they go from triple-A to being, like, they could use a hand. 

Mr. Hemmer. Tough time. 

The President. We can't—right. We can't lose those companies. If we lose those companies, 
we're talking about hundreds of thousands of jobs. Millions of jobs. The faster we go back, the 
better it's going to be. We have a pent-up energy that's going to be unbelievable. We're going to 
bring it back fast; I really believe that. 

Mr. Hemmer. I've got a lot more questions.  

The President. Sure.  

Mr. Hemmer. And my—so does my colleague, Harris Faulkner. I'll allow her to rejoin the 
conversation now. 

The President. Oh. She's great. 

Mr. Hemmer. Harris? 

The President. Do I have an earplug here? 

Mr. Hemmer. I'll help you out with that. 

The President. If I could do that—— 

Mr. Hemmer. Go ahead, Harris. I'll relay and translate. 

The President. Okay. 

[At this point, moderator Harris Faulkner of Fox News asked a question from the Fox News 
television studio in New York City.] 

Small Businesses 
Ms. Faulkner. Hello, Mr. President. So good to see you today. This will be a little bit to 

relay. I understand you guys are going back and forth on the economy and employers, but more 
than 66 percent of people are employed by small businesses. The VP talked a little bit about this. 
We hear you dropping big companies' names. The question here is, how do you shore up both as 
you look forward? 

Mr. Hemmer. Yes. The question is a good one. And it's pointed—you're talking about 
Boeing, and yet you've got—what?—two thirds of American businesses are small businesses. 

The President. Right. 

Mr. Hemmer. And you think about what they're trying to do, in terms of adjusting to this 
new reality that's been thrown on them. What will you do for small business? 

The President. Okay, well, first of all, I have to say that Harris is one of my favorite people. 
And I didn't hear a word she said, and I was hoping it wasn't too devastating a question. But she is 
a fantastic person, I have to say that, okay? Now, that I've said it, because I can't hear Harris—but 
no, the bill is very much focused on the small-businessperson.  

Vice President Pence. It is. 

The President. It's very much focused on small companies, including restaurants and all sorts 
of small companies. 
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And what people don't realize—you know, you're talking about these massive—we have the 
greatest companies in the world. You talk—you add them all up and the small businesses are just 
about equal in size to these massive companies, of which we have many also. 

It's the engine of our country: small business. This bill is absolutely aimed at the small 
business and the worker, and the workers of those small businesses. And the owners—the 
owners—are going to need help. They're going to need some loans. They're going to need things. 
And we're going to be able to take care of them because we don't want those small businesses to 
go out of business, nor do we want the big businesses to go out of business. 

Annual Influenza Fatalities/Federal Coronavirus Response/Economic Impact of the 
Coronavirus 

Mr. Hemmer. When they said, "Mr. President, we've got to shut this down," how hard did 
you push back? 

The President. Well, I'll tell you, I never heard of such a thing. We've had flus where we lose 
36,000. We've lost as many, I guess, as 78,000 people in 1 year. And they came in, and they said 
to me, "Sir, we're going to have to close the country." I said, "What are you talking about?" 
"Well, we have a virus. It's coming in." 

And I knew that, and I made the early decision with China. So, I ready—already closed it off 
to China, and that was a long time before they came in. But they came in—experts—and they 
said, "We're going to have to close the country." I said, "We've never closed the country before. 
This has never happened before. You're going to—you're saying"—I said: "Are you serious about 
this? We are going to take this country that's fully employed, where we have 160 million people 
working, and you're telling me we have to close it and people are going to go out of business, and 
they're going to go bankrupt and they're not going to have jobs? What are we talking about here?" 

This—don't forget, this has never been done. We've had flus before. We've had viruses 
before. So this is something new. And this is why I say we have to—I gave it 2 weeks and—you 
know, I guess, by Monday or Tuesday, it's about 2 weeks. And we'll assess at that time, and we'll 
give it some more time if we need a little more time. But we have to open this country up. 

Social Distancing Guidelines/Personal Hygiene/Economic Impact of 
Coronavirus/Secondary Effects of Social Quarantine/China-U.S. Trade 

Mr. Hemmer. But when they came to you and had that conversation with you, how long did 
it take you to accept that new reality? 

The President. Well, I—look, I accept things. I understand things very quickly. I mean, I 
understood exactly what they were saying, but we can socially distance ourselves and go to work. 
And you'll have to work a little bit harder, and you can clean your hands five times more than 
you're used to. You don't have to shake hands anymore with people. That might be something 
good coming out of this. Although I must tell you, as a politician, it's a lot warmer when you walk 
into a crowd, and you're shaking a lot of people's hands. You love those people. 

Mr. Hemmer. I'd agree with you on that. 

The President. They love me, and I love them, you know. But it is a little bit colder. But you 
won't be shaking hands for at least a while, and things will happen. But we have to put the 
country to work. 

Look, you're going to lose a number of people to the flu, but you're going to lose more 
people by putting a country into a massive recession or depression. You're going to lose people. 
You're going to have suicides by the thousands. You're going to have all sorts of things happen. 
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You're going to have instability. You can't just come in and say, "Let's close up the United States 
of America." The biggest—the most successful country in the world by far. 

You know, when I came in, when I was elected—and you knew this number—China was 
going to overtake us in the year 2019. It wasn't even close. We went way up, and they didn't. 
We've done great. They pay us a fortune in tariffs and everything else. And yet we have a good 
relationship with them. We just signed a trade deal. But we're the number one in the world by far. 

And now a few people walk into the Oval Office, say, "Sir, we have to close up the country." 
I said, "What are you"—I said, "What are you talking about?" 

Economic Impact of the Coronavirus/Annual Influenza Fatalities/Turkey/Syria 
Mr. Hemmer. And that was—and that, Mr. President, must have been a very difficult thing 

to accept. 

The President. One of the most difficult decisions I've ever made, because I knew that, when 
you do it, as soon as you do it, you're going to drop—I mean, they're talking about 20 or 25 points 
of GDP. Nobody's ever heard of 25 points. If we went down a point, that's a big deal. Now, all of 
a sudden, you're basically turning off the country. I said: "This has never been done before. What 
are you talking about?" 

But we understand it; you have hotspots. But we've had hotspots before. We've had horrible 
flus. I mean, think of it: We average 36,000 people. Death. Death. I'm not talking about cases, I'm 
talking about death—36,000 deaths a year. People die—thirty-six [thousand]*—from the flu. But 
we've never closed down the country for the flu. So you say to yourself, "What is this all about?" 

Now—— 

Mr. Hemmer. How did you—— 

The President. It's never been done. 

Mr. Hemmer. How did you process that? 

The President. Not good. I wasn't happy about it. And I also knew that I had to do it—look, 
with Turkey—I give this as an example—and Syria, I said, "Sign a deal with the Kurds. Make 
peace." Erdogan, he didn't want to. He's a man who loves Turkey. And I have a very good 
relationship—I said, "Sign a deal." He didn't really want to, the Kurds didn't really want to, and it 
went on—you know, the so-called safe zone, the—recently, a few months ago. 

Mr. Hemmer. Yes. 

The President. I said: "Sign a deal. Do me a favor: Sign a deal. Get it done." They didn't 
really want to. All of a sudden, they start fighting—fighting, fighting, fighting. And it vicious. 
And other countries got involved. Now I say, "Let's sign a deal." They said, "Okay, we'll sign a 
deal." We needed a period, because I don't think—if I would have not done it, we would have 
been unbelievably criticized for not doing it. But it's never been done before. 

Mr. Hemmer. One more—— 

The President. Bill—— 

Mr. Hemmer. Yes.  

The President. ——somehow, the word got out that this is the thing we're supposed to be 
doing. Now, we've had some really bad epidemics and other things—I mean, we're calling this a 
"pandemic," but we've had bad epidemics. I'm sure they could have been called pandemics. But 
                                                 
* White House correction. 
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we never did a thing like this before. But I had to do it. It's been very painful for our country and 
very destabilizing for our country, and we have to go back to work, much sooner than people 
thought. And people can go back to work, and they can also practice good judgment. 

Mr. Hemmer. One last question. Then, we'll get back to our viewers here too.  

The President. Okay.  

Ukraine/Coronavirus Testing Protocol 
Mr. Hemmer. A month ago, the CDC had an initial test that failed. At that moment in late 

February, you said, "It's perfect." And it wasn't perfect. So what happened there in the early 
stages—— 

The President. Well, what I was said was—— 

Q. ——in late February? 

The President. What I said was perfect was my conversation with the head of the Ukraine. 
That's what I really said is perfect, okay? That was another whole scandal, nonsense, a total, you 
know, witch hunt. 

But this one is a much different thing. We had other administrations—not just the last one—
they built up a platform. They built up a test. But the test was no good. It didn't handle large 
numbers of people. It was okay for a very small group, but not for a large group. So we had to 
break it down—— 

Mr. Hemmer. So then, did the CDC screw up, or did you screw up? Or—— 

The President. No, I—we did not screw up—— 

Mr. Hemmer. Or where did this go wrong? 

The President. ——and I don't think CDC screwed up either. They had a test that would 
have worked for a small group of people, in other words, for a normal problem. I don't think 
anybody could have—in all fairness to CDC—and this is a big Government agency, and they 
have very good people in there. But nobody ever expected a thing like this. Nobody would say 
that millions and millions of people would have been tested. 

So what we did is, we broke that egg, we broke that system, and we've created a new system 
that now we're doing unbelievably big numbers, and it's set for the future, should we ever need it 
again. I hope we don't need it again. 

Mr. Hemmer. Thank you for your time. We're going to bring the others in, as well, in a 
moment. 

The President. Thank you. Good. 

Mr. Hemmer. Thank you for being patient. We will get to you. We have so many questions, 
not only from our network, but from millions of people all across the country. 

So your questions in a moment here as we continue live in the Rose Garden at the White 
House with the President and his Task Force in Washington. 

[There was a commercial break.] 

Economic Stimulus Legislation/Availability of Medical Equipment/Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo of New York 
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Ms. Faulkner. Welcome back to our Fox News virtual town hall with President Trump and 
his Coronavirus Task Force. Excited to finally get to be able to talk one on one with him now. We 
got our tech problems worked out. 

I want to first ask you, Mr. President, about the idea of the political division that's going on 
on Capitol Hill. You're talking about these bills—this phase one, two, and three of the stimulus 
bill, like they're going to fix so much with the economy—— 

The President. Yes. 

Ms. Faulkner. ——and people are literally fighting like cats. I mean, what can you do to 
bring them together? 

The President. Well, I think they're actually coming together. We had a bill that—it was 
done the other night and then, all of a sudden, somebody else injected herself in and all of—we 
didn't have a—we didn't have anything that was even remotely signable. 

But now I hear, just from a few minutes ago, that they're doing well.  

Ms. Faulkner. Oh. 

The President. And it's for the workers, it's for the people of the country. And I hear they're 
doing pretty well, so we'll see how it comes out. But it should have been—well, it's like—I 
watched Governor Cuomo, and he was very nice. We're building them hospitals. We're building 
them medical centers. And he was complaining about—we're doing probably more—definitely 
more for—than anybody else. 

And he was talking about the ventilators, but he should have ordered the ventilators. And he 
had a choice; he had a chance. Because right here—I just got this out—that he refused to order 
15,000 ventilators. I'll show this to Bill, but—take a look at that, Bill. What does that say? 

[The President displayed a document to Mr. Hemmer.] 

Mr. Hemmer. Is this social distancing here? [Laughter] 

Ms. Faulkner. Go ahead and read it to us. 

The President. This says, "New York Governor Cuomo rejected buying recommended 
16,000 ventilators in 2015 for the pandemic—for a pandemic; established death panels and 
lotteries instead." 

So he had a chance to buy, in 2015, 16,000 ventilators at a very low price and he turned it 
down. I'm not blaming him or anything else, but he shouldn't be talking about us. He's supposed 
to be buying his own ventilators. We're going to help. 

Mr. Hemmer. I—— 

The President. But you know, if you think about Governor Cuomo, we're building him four 
hospitals. We're building him four medical centers. We're working very, very hard for the people 
of New York. We're working along with him, and then I watch him on the show complaining. 
And he had 16,000 ventilators that he could have had at a great price, and he didn't buy them. 

Ms. Faulkner. Yes. And I hear you going back and forth. And Governor Cuomo has talked, 
in recent days, that you regularly talk and have a good relationship. And so we will follow the 
news as you're bringing it to us there, right there in the Rose Garden. 

I want to get to a viewer, because the people's voice is so huge right now and always, Mr. 
President. Joyce submitted a question from Facebook—— 

The President. Okay.  
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Ms. Faulkner. ——about the stimulus checks. Let's watch, and I want to get your reaction. 

Economic Stimulus Legislation 
Q. I am fortunate; I can continue to work. I can telecommute. There are people who are 

losing jobs. They're losing an entire income for a household. And rather than receive a check, I 
would just like to pay it forward and have the Government pass mine on to someone else. 

The President. Wow, is that great? Well, you obviously come from West Virginia, and I love 
that State. [Laughter] And thank you very much, Joyce. I'll tell you what: That's great. I wish we 
had more people like Joyce, I will tell you. 

But you know, it's going to be a substantial amount of money, around $3,000 for a family of 
four and, assuming it all gets done, assuming we can get the Democrats to sign it. But it will be 
great. 

But, Joyce, I think that's such a nice gesture. Really, I appreciate it. Thank you. 

Ms. Faulkner. Well, and you just said, right when you and I began talking a few minutes 
ago, that, you know, almost in breaking-news fashion, it looks like the juggernaut might be 
moving on Capitol Hill to try to push towards that stimulus bill. 

The President. Yes. 

Economic Impact of the Coronavirus/Economic Stimulus Legislation/Bipartisanship 
Ms. Faulkner. So we'll be watching for that. 

You know, Mr. President, I'm watching the Dow as you have been talking—and, formerly, 
the Vice President. It's up by more than 1,500 points. What do you watch for each day? I mean, 
are you keeping your eye on that? Is it companies calling you, small and large? Like, what is your 
barometer that, "Okay"—— 

The President. Yes. 

Ms. Faulkner. ——"things are in trouble or things are doing better"? 

The President. Well, I think the Dow was helped by the fact that they—you know, there 
were theories that we were going to stay out for 4 or 5 months, and you can't do that, as a 
country—you'd destroy our country if you need a thing like that. 

And we're going to be opening relatively soon. And we are—our time comes up on Monday 
or Tuesday, our—you know, the allotted 2 weeks, but we'll stay a little bit longer than that. But 
we want to get open very soon. I think that was a big reason it's gone up. 

I also think that the fact that the Senate and the House, I—we seem to be getting along as 
much as you can get along. We seem to be getting along now on a bill. I think that maybe had 
even less of an impact than the fact that we're opening up this incredible country, because we 
have to do that. I'd love to have an open by Easter. Okay? 

Ms. Faulkner. Oh, wow. Okay. 

The President. I would to have it open by Easter. I will tell you that right now. I would love 
to have that; it's such an important day for other reasons, but I'll make it an important day for this 
too. I would love to have the country opened up and just raring to go by Easter. 

Ms. Faulkner. That's April 12. So we will watch and see what happens. 

The President. Good. 

Ms. Faulkner. I'm going to toss it back to my cohort, Bill. 
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Mr. Hemmer. Thank you, Harris. That would be a great American resurrection—
[laughter]—2½-plus weeks from now. 

The President. [Laughter] That's very good. 

Mr. Hemmer. So, Dr. Birx, a series of questions on the medical front here. I want to go to 
Allison from Indiana—appropriately so, Mr. Vice President—who has a question, by way of 
Facebook, about possible mutation. Watch. 

Q. My question is this: If you were to get the coronavirus, can it mutate, and can you get it 
again? 

Mr. Hemmer. Dr. Birx. 

[White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator Deborah L. Birx and U.S. Surgeon 
General Jerome M. Adams responded to several questions. Mr. Hemmer then posed a question to 
the President as follows.] 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony S. Fauci 
Mr. Hemmer. Thank you for that answer. Is everything cool with you and Dr. Fauci? He was 

not there—— 

The President. Oh, absolutely. 

Mr. Hemmer. He wasn't there last night for—— 

The President. No. 

Mr. Hemmer. ——the briefing. He's not here today. 

The President. Because he has other things to do. No, we get along very well. 

Mr. Hemmer. Your relationship is good? 

The President. I think it's been very good. You would have heard about it if it wasn't. I mean, 
it—every time he does—he's not at a meeting—and sometimes other people too—they said: 
"Why isn't Dr. Birx at a meeting? Is there a problem?" And I said: "Deborah, could you please 
come to the meeting? Do you mind? Because"—[laughter]. 

No, they—you know, I have—I respect all of these people. These are great people. And 
Deborah is extraordinary, and Tony is extraordinary. I get along with all of them. But if there's—
you know, they have other things to do. 

And yesterday we weren't really talking about what he's an expert on. We were talking about 
other things—a lot of other things. And you know, they—I don't think they should be at every 
press conference. 

Mr. Hemmer. So you're good? That's the point. 

The President. Yes, we're fine. We're fine. 

Mr. Hemmer. Dr. Birx, early on, you said that the massive amount of testing in South 
Korea—96 percent, to the Surgeon General's point—96 percent came back negative. I think that's 
an important point to convey again to the American people. 

Noah from Maryland has a question now. His question is about health care workers on the 
frontlines of this pandemic. 

[Ambassador Birx and Surgeon General Adams responded to several questions. Ms. 
Faulkner then asked a question asked as follows.] 
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Coronavirus Testing Protocol 
Ms. Faulkner. All right, actually, you know what? I want to stay on this home-testing kit 

topic for just a second with Dr. Birx. You know, the home test, who—is there a place where 
people check a box and say I'm positive or not? How are you going to keep up with people who 
test themselves? And you need that information, Dr. Birx, to know where the clusters are in the 
country. That's part of why you would do it. 

Vice President Pence. It's not a home test. 

Ambassador Birx. Great. So it's not a home test; it's a self-test.  

Vice President Pence. Right. 

Ambassador Birx. So what do I mean by that? I mean, the individual can drive up, receive 
the items—because, again, we still want to just test people with fever and symptoms that are—
really need to be tested. They can self-swab the front of their nose, put it in the container, then the 
person can collect it with gloves—gloves alone—with the biohazard bag and get it in. 

[Ambassador Birx continued her remarks, concluding as follows.] 

In the last 8 days, we've done more testing than South Korea. But we did that because we 
transformed the testing process, as the President spoke to. But we don't want people, who are just 
worried, to go get tested. If you don't have a persistent fever, if you don't have a cough, if you're 
not in the risk group, if you're not a nurse or doctor, we really want the testing and the drive-
through testing, and the testing that is provided in the cities, to be very much still focused on the 
people who need it. 

Ms. Faulkner. Got it. 

Ambassador Birx. Because there's only so much even those high-throughput machines are 
doing. They're doing about 50-, 60-, 70,000 tests a day now. They could get potentially to 
150,000 a day, but we want to make sure we're testing in the areas that really have the problems. 

Ms. Faulkner. All right, and knowing the difference between the home and—— 

Vice President Pence. Yes, Bill, it's one of the things—just to amplify that point, if I may. 

Ms. Faulkner. Go right ahead.  

Vice President Pence. Yes, thanks, Harris. You know, American people are asking all the 
time—the President and I hear all the time and see it—is what can they do to make a difference. 
And in addition to the "15 Days To Slow the Spread," the American people can take Dr. Birx's 
advice. 

[Vice President Pence continued his remarks, concluding as follows.] 

But for any American out there that just may be concerned, but not be symptomatic: One of 
the ways you can make sure that testing is available for people that have symptoms—and, just as 
importantly, for our health care workers that we want to make sure have all the protective 
equipment that they need—you can recognize that if you don't have symptoms, don't do a test. 

The President. Harris, one thing I might add—— 

Ms. Faulkner. Thank you both for taking that.  

Bill. 

The President. Harris, one thing I might add that, to me, is so important: Again, we took 
something that was broken, and we made it the model. And I didn't even know—I just heard the 
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number for the first time from Deborah—that in a short period of time, we've done more testing 
than South Korea. 

Now, you're not going to read that in the newspapers, because they don't like to write things 
like that. But I'd love you to say that one more time because that—that's a big number. We've 
done more than South Korea in a short period of time. We're doing more now than South Korea, 
by a lot. 

Vice President Pence. [Inaudible]—8 weeks. 

The President. What was that number? 

Ambassador Birx. So we're believing that there are probably around 2,009—2,900—2,000—
29,000—— 

Surgeon General Adams. Two-hundred and ninety thousand. 

Ambassador Birx. Two-hundred and ninety thousand tests. 

Surgeon General Adams. Two-hundred and ninety thousand. Almost 300,000. 

Ambassador Birx. And now we're way over 300,000. But we achieved that over the last 7 to 
8 days. We have to do more. We understand that, but we want—— 

Vice President Pence. They did that over 8 weeks. 

Ambassador Birx. Over about 8 weeks. 

The President. We're going up—we're going up—proportionately, we're going up very, very 
rapidly. Every day, we're going up higher. 

Mr. Hemmer. What was our negative test rate at the moment? It's—is it 90 percent? 

Ambassador Birx. I'm glad you asked. 

Mr. Hemmer. Or is it higher? 

Ambassador Birx. So I really am glad you asked, because this gets into "Where is the virus 
now and where is it expanding?"  

Vice President Pence. Right. 

Ambassador Birx. And so, across the country, our test rates are still way under 10 percent, 
except for one place: New York City, metro New York, New Jersey, close to New York City. 
Those rates are coming in in the 28-percent range. Right now New York, the case attack rate—
what we're talking about, the number of people who are getting infected—is four to five times 
any other place in the country. 

Prevalence of the Coronavirus in New York City 
Mr. Hemmer. Why is that? Density of population? 

Ambassador Birx. I think part of it is density; part of it is the spread that may have happened 
on metal surfaces, like in the subway and people that were in the subway. Part of it may be a large 
number of people came back after Christmas, from Asia, that didn't get caught up in the closure. 

The President. Do you blame the Governor for that? 

Ambassador Birx. And part of that could be the Europeans who have come back 
subsequently. And there's a—I mean, it's a big area of world trade and global transit, so I think 
the virus probably was quietly expanding, because until it gets into an older population, you don't 
really see it in the same way. 
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Mr. Hemmer. Thank you for that. And we'll get to all of you again in a moment here.  

The President. Yes.  

Mr. Hemmer. Going to get a quick break here. More of your questions from across America 
here at the White House, in the Rose Garden, after this. 

[There was a commercial break.] 

Mr. Hemmer. Welcome back to our Fox News virtual town hall with President Trump and 
members of his Task Force. We are in the Rose Garden, here at the White House, and it's a real 
honor to be sitting here with you all. 

The President. Thank you. 

Mr. Hemmer. And I hope, together, we can kill the virus and give a lot of people hope about 
getting back to their regular lives. 

The President. It's true. 

Economic Impact of the Coronavirus/Secondary Effects of Social Quarantine 
Mr. Hemmer. You said something 20 minutes ago that I'm sure a lot of people were pretty 

keen on. You said that we would—I'm paraphrasing now—you would like to be back to normal 
by Easter Sunday. 

The President. Yes. 

Mr. Hemmer. That's 19 days from now. 

The President. It's okay. 

Mr. Hemmer. Is that true? Is that possible? Or is that false hope? 

The President. I think it's possible. Why isn't it? I mean, we've never closed the country 
before, and we've had some pretty bad flus, and we've had some pretty bad viruses. And I think 
it's absolutely possible. 

Now, people are going to have to practice all of the social distancing, and don't shake hands, 
and wash your hands, and all of the things that we're doing now. But we have to get our country 
back to work. Our country wants to be back at work. That was not a controversial thing I said the 
other day. Our country wants to go back to work. 

And, again, the cure—it's like this cure is worse than the problem. Again, people—many 
people—in my opinion, more people are going to die if we allow this to continue. We have to go 
back to work. Our people want to go back to work. 

Economic Impact of Coronavirus/Secondary Effects of Social Quarantine 
Mr. Hemmer. But you have said consistently is, the first order of business is to kill the virus. 

So when you look at the data from around the world and across our country, how do you 
determine that 19 days from now it might be safe?  

The President. It may be—— 

Mr. Hemmer. Because there are millions of people watching this now who have their family 
fortune on the line. 

The President. Yes. Well, they have their family fortune on the line the other way too. 
They're going to lose their jobs, maybe never to get them back. They're going to lose their 
businesses, never to get them back. 



14 

We want to start up as soon as we can, because we're going to have a very quick comeback if 
we do that. If we delay this thing out, you're going to lose more people than you're losing with the 
situation as we know it. 

So I think it's very important for our country to go back. And I've had many, many people—
you know, when you said it was a little bit controversial, not to most people. Most people think 
I'm right about it. 

Now, whether we're locked in a room, or whether we're in our office and practicing all of the 
things that we're supposed to be practicing—staying away from each other, you know, et cetera, 
not shaking hands, washing your hands all of the time. But our country has to get back to work.  

Mr. Hemmer. Yes, but—— 

The President. Otherwise, it's going to be very hard to start it up again. We can't lose the 
advantage that we have. 

Coronavirus Mortality Rate 
Mr. Hemmer. What we're trying to figure out in this whole scenario here is how deadly the 

virus is. And, so far, it is highly contagious but not very deadly. I—we can agree on that based on 
the data, correct? 

Ambassador Birx. Yes. I mean, I—yes. 

Mr. Hemmer. So when you take the answer of Easter Sunday, do you see that as realistic? 
Do you see that as possible? 

Ambassador Birx. So my job—and I think what's really important is, a lot of what we've 
done is we've tackled this epidemic the way people said we should have tackled flu in 1918. And 
they compared St. Louis, who took this kind of approach, to Philadelphia. 

[Ambassador Birx continued her remarks, concluding as follows.] 

And it's really important that the Americans know—I know the Vice President covered this 
very clearly in the first hour—but every American needs to continue the President's guidelines for 
these next 6 days or 7 days. We have to have them following those guidelines. 

Mr. Hemmer. Now, I see the Surgeon General shaking his head in agreement too. 

The President. Bill, excuse me, just one second. You can't compare this to 1918 where close 
to a hundred million people died. That was a flu, which—a little different. But that was a flu 
where if you got it you had a 50/50 chance, or very close, of dying. 

I think we're substantially under 1 percent, because the people that get better are not 
reporting. So we only know people that go to doctors and go to hospitals, and we're taking that. 
And we're still a little bit above 1 percent. When you add all of the people—the millions of 
people that have it, that get better, we're substantially less than 1 percent. 

And when they came to my office—don't forget, they were saying 3 percent, 4 percent, 5 
percent—this is a very big difference. No, we have to put our country back to work. 

Mr. Hemmer. We have a few minutes left, and I want to bring in our panel of experts too. 
Dr. Mehmet Oz is with us. Dr. Marc Siegel and Dr. Nicole Saphier. I want to give you guys a 
round of questions quickly here, with Dr. Oz. 

Why don't we start with Dr. Siegel this time around? Go ahead, Marc. 

Federal Coronavirus Response/Federal-State Cooperation 
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New York University Langone Clinical Professor Marc K. Siegel. Mr. President, with the 
deaths going over 600 today, I want to say that fear—the fear that's coming out of this disturbs 
me the most. And fear divides. You need unification and unified leadership to fight the fear. 

The President. Right. 

Dr. Siegel. So I was really encouraged to see you reaching out to Governors—Governor 
Cuomo, Governor Newsom—making liaisons that weren't there before. Do you think that that 
kind of movement, where you're the leader and other people work with you, will help us to isolate 
the virus in the epicenters where they are—to separate out those epicenters, to test the people in 
those centers, and to thereby squash the virus? 

The President. I do. I think, Doctor, it's a very good thing. And Governor Newsom and I 
have been getting along really great. We're sending the ship—the great hospital ship—as you 
know. 

And we are doing very well with, I think, almost all of the Governors. For the most part, it 
really has become something. It's—we're dealing almost every day. We're speaking to each other, 
whether it's conference calls. Usually, we'll have 50 Governors on the call at the same time. 

No, I think we're doing very well. But, you know, it's a two-way street. They have to treat us 
well also. They can't say, "Oh, gee, we should get this, we should get that." We're doing a great 
job, like in New York, where we're building, as I said, four hospitals, four medical—we're 
literally building hospitals and medical centers. And then, I hear that, you know, there's a problem 
with ventilators. Well, we sent them ventilators. And they could have had 15- or 16,000; all they 
had to do is order them 2 years ago. But they decided not to do it. They can't blame us for that. 

Mr. Hemmer. Dr. Oz is up next. Go ahead, Doctor. 

Economic Impact of Coronavirus/Secondary Effects of Social Quarantine 
President's Council on Sport, Fitness, and Nutrition Member Mehmet Oz. President Trump, 

a good surgeon knows, after the surgery, when his patient can be discharged. And these 15 days 
are like a big operation on America. 

The President. Yes. 

Dr. Oz. But a great surgeon knows when there's a complication after discharge. So if we can 
meet the goal of fixing America and getting it back on his feet by Easter, I'd love to know exactly 
how you know that it's safe from medical perspective. What's going to indicate that we might 
have to pull back a tiny bit in case we have a relapse? 

The President. Well, I think, Doctor, a thing like that could happen. But I really believe that 
we can do much of what we're doing, and we can do it from a work environment, instead of an 
environment where everybody is locked up and everybody is saying: "Oh, the business is gone. 
The business is gone, and everybody is suffering depression." You know better than anybody 
about depression. I've watched where you talk about depression. And that causes death, and it 
causes a lot of problems. 

And you know, these are people. They want to save their business. They don't want to be 
locked up in some room or some apartment or house, and in the meantime, their restaurants close, 
their businesses close. They want to be saving their business. 

And I believe very strongly, you're going to lose far more people by going that way than you 
are if we kept this thing going. I could keep them out. I mean, I'm sure that we have doctors that 
would say, "Let's keep it closed for 2 years." Okay? "Let's close it up for 2 years." No, we've got 
to get it open. Our people want it open, and that's the way this country was built. 
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Mr. Hemmer. Dr. Nicole Saphier now. Doctor, go ahead with your question. 

Coronavirus Testing Protocol 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center Director of Breast Imaging Nicole Saphier. Thank 

you. And, President Trump, I do believe, as a nation, that we are beholden to you for your 
decisive swift action in the beginning with the travel ban. I do think that we would have been in a 
much different, worse situation had that not happened. 

The President. Thank you. 

Dr. Saphier. However, we still did have a lag in the testing, which, of course, did not have 
anything to do with you. 

But my question is for Dr. Birx and the Task Force. As we still see across the Nation that 
some people are not able to get tests—I have colleagues that still can't test some of their 
patients—is there a plan to fast track or even parallel-track rapid ELISA serological testing to try 
and get this out there so that we can mobilize more PPE and more hospital beds by doing more 
testing and being able to isolate those people quickly? 

Ambassador Birx. Yes, that's a very good question. So right now the tests that we have are 
all based on the RNA of the virus. And so we're utilizing the platforms, and thank goodness we're 
utilizing the platforms that were developed, really, to work and support HIV-positive clients. 

[Ambassador Birx continued her remarks, concluding as follows.] 

And I just wanted to say: I want to thank the American people and physicians who have let 
us prioritize. Remember, we didn't have this platform until 8 days ago. We've done all of these 
diagnoses for inpatients, primarily, so that they can get on the appropriate therapy. And we 
prioritize our testing to hospital patients. We will, over the next few weeks, be able to make more 
tests available to the actual American public with symptoms and to the doctors' offices as you've 
requested. 

The President. And, Nicole, it's important to remember we've done more tests in 8 days than 
South Korea has done in 8 weeks. And our tests are better; they're highly sophisticated. And 
frankly, I took one. It's not the most pleasant thing in the world, I will tell you that. [Laughter] 
We're going to have a much simpler test very soon. But we have a really good test, and we've 
done more in 8 days, nobody know—I just heard this number a few minutes ago. I learned it from 
being on your show, actually. Pretty impressive. 

Mr. Hemmer. I think the way you described it was: up the nasal passage, and took a right 
hand—— 

The President. Yes. And you hang a right. 

Mr. Hemmer. Hang a right at the eye. 

The President. Hang a right under the eye. 

Mr. Hemmer. To all of you: Stand by. We've got a few more moments left here. But as our 
virtual town hall continues, to all the doctors—Nicole Saphier, Mehmet Oz, and Marc Siegel—
we very much rely on you on a day-to-day basis. So thank you for being a part of this today. 

[There was a commercial break.] 

Mr. Hemmer. Back here in the Rose Garden at the White House, I'm Bill Hemmer with my 
colleague Harris Faulkner. I have about 90 seconds left. And just with the panel here—the 
President, the Vice President, Dr. Birx, and the Surgeon General—thank you again for your time. 
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I see this as a public service, but also as a way to try and figure out what the facts are, and that's 
the reason we came here. 

But you were just saying again, Mr. Vice President, during the commercial, the way you can 
achieve your objective is how? 

Vice President Pence. Well, the President made it clear yesterday that we want to open up 
the country as soon as we can. But the key is that more Americans—and tens of millions are, 
Bill—but more Americans have put into practice the President's coronavirus guidelines—— 

Mr. Hemmer. Just read those off—— 

Vice President Pence. ——"15 Days To Slow the Spread"—— 

Mr. Hemmer. ——because it's hard to see. 

Vice President Pence. ——the sooner we'll be able to open up. 

Mr. Hemmer. What is it? "Wash your hands. If you're sick, stay home"? 

Vice President Pence. Well, it's personal hygiene. It's, if you're sick, stay home. If someone 
in your house has the virus, stay home. But it's also avoiding groups of more than 10. Avoiding 
unnecessary travel. Don't eat in restaurants during this period of time. Use the drive-through. 
These are all the principles that every American can do. 

Now, there are going to be Americans that have different guidance from their state and local 
officials that are more stringent. We defer to that. We respect that. But the more Americans that 
do this, the sooner that we'll be able, as the President said, to get back to work. 

Mr. Hemmer. We have to be a patient nation if you're going to ask them to do that, as you 
well know. 

Mr. President, thank you for your time. 

The President. Thank you very much. Thank you. 

Mr. Hemmer. And I'll see a bit later on "Bill Hemmer Reports" at 3 o'clock Eastern Time. 

The President. Yes. Yes. 

And to Mr. Vice President Mike Pence, thank you. Dr. Birx, terrific work, and the Surgeon 
General, thank you for sharing your knowledge with us today. 
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